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  University of Mary Washington Bachelor of Arts in Political Science  
Catalog Year: 2025-2026                                                                             Associate Transfer Degree Plan in Political Science  

COURSE REQUIREMENTS 

Complete at VCCS Complete at UMW 

BACHELOR’S DEGREE 
REQUIREMENT 

 
SATISFIED BY   BACHELOR’S DEGREE 

REQUIREMENT  

Course Credits CC Course Notes Course Credits Notes 

 1-2 SDV 100 College Success 
Skills or 101 Orientation  PSCI 101 3 Introduction to Political Science; 

PLS-120 is VCCS equivalent 

ENGL 101; Writing 
Intensive 3 ENG 111 College Comp I  PSCI 102 3 

Introduction to International 
Relations; PLS-241 is VCCS 

equivalent 

ENGL non-major; 
Writing Intensive 3 

ENG 112 College Comp II 
or ENG 113 Technical-
Professional Writing  

 PSCI 201 3 American Government; PLS-135; 
PLS-211 are VCCS equivalents 

Methods of 
Investigation GenEd: 
Humanities Course 1 

3 Any UCGS Art or 
Humanities  

These two courses must come from two 
different disciplines. 

 
 

Core course in 
American Politics PSCI 

subfield 
3 

PSCI 202; PSCI 304; PSCI 311; PSCI 
312; PSCI 313; PSCI 332; PSCI 334; 
PSCI 335; PSCI 363; PSCI 370; PSCI 

375; PSCI 391; PSCI 422 

Methods of 
Investigation GenEd: 

Arts & Literature 
3 

Any UCGS Art, 
Humanities, or 

Literature course 

Core course in 
Comparative Politics 

PSCI subfield 
3 

PSCI 301; PSCI 302; PSCI 323; PSCI 
350; PSCI 354; PSCI 355; PSCI 360; 
PSCI 362; PSCI 366; PSCI 368; PSCI 

372; PSCI 444 

Methods of 
Investigation GenEd: 

Social Science 
3 PLS 135 US Govt & 

Politics 
PSCI  201 

Core course in 
International 
Relations PSCI 

subfield 

3 
PSCI 315; PSCI 321; PSCI 324; PSCI 
351; PSCI 356; PSCI 357; PSCI 361; 

PSCI 367; PSCI 373; PSCI 387 

Methods of 
Investigation GenEd: 

Humanities 
3 Any UCGS History  

Core course in 
Political Theory PSCI 

subfield 
3 PSCI 441, PSCI 442  

Methods of 
Investigation GenEd: 
Natural Science with 

lab 

4 Any UCGS Natural 
Sciences  

 PSCI major electives 15 

Five PSCI courses in addition to PSCI 
subfield core courses satisfied 

above, including PSCI 491 
(Individual Study), PSCI 499 

(Internship) 
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Special topics courses (PSCI 

471)- The department chair will 
notify majors when one of these 

courses is available and may 
allow these courses to fulfill 

particular sub-field requirements as 
appropriate.   

Methods of 
Investigation GenEd: 

Quantitative Reasoning 
Course 1 

3-5 Any UCGS Math  
Statistics and Calculus will count 

as a GenEd requirement 

PSCI course 
designated as Writing 

Intensive (WI) 
3 

Any WI -designated (Writing 
Intensive) PSCI course; may be 

combined with an SI-designated 
(Speaking Intensive) PSCI course 

Speaking Intensive 
GenEd (outside the 

major): Course 1 
3 

CST 100 Principles of 
Public Speaking or 110 
Introduction to Human 

Communication  

 
PSCI course 

designated as 
Speaking Intensive (SI) 

3 
Any SI-designated PSCI course; may 
be combined with a WI-designated 

PSCI course 

 3-4 Any UCGS transfer 
course 

 
World Language at 

201 level 3 

If not completed at VCCS (See UMW 
Catalog for details regarding World 
Language waivers including details 
of potential waiver from Level 4 in 

high school) 

 3 PLS 140 Introduction to 
Comparative Politics 

PSCI-NOTMJ    

Diverse & Global 
Perspectives (DGP) 

GenEd 
3 PLS 241 Introduction to 

International Relations 
PSCI 102; 2 GenEd Social Science courses 
must be from different disciplines    

 6 

Select 2 courses from: 
 

ECO 201 Principles of 
Macroeconomics 

ECO 202 Principles of 
Microeconomics 

PLS 136 State & Local 
Politics 

PLS 2XX Research 
Methods * 

PLS 200 Intro to Political 
Theory 

 
 

PLS 136 is PSCI-NOTMJ 
PLS 2XX see asterisk for PSCI 

PLS 200 is PSCI-NOTMJ 

   

 13-18 
World Language at the 

level taken (101, 102, or 
201) 
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Students who have completed all 
prerequisites and community college 
requirements should take additional 

courses from the rows above or transfer 
elective courses to fulfill the 60-62 

credit requirement.  

   

CREDITS PRE-TRANSFER: 60-62 CREDITS POST-TRANSFER: 58-60  
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TRANSFER GUIDANCE  

 

Guaranteed Admission to the University of Mary Washington 
By meeting the following criteria, you are eligible for admission. Separate admission to the 
Political Science program is not required.  
● Earn a transfer associate degree. 
● Earn a minimum GPA of 3.0 for your associate degree. 
● Earn grades of “C” or higher in all community college courses.  
Please create an account through the www.TransferVirginia.org portal to indicate your intent 
to use this guarantee for admission to UMW. 

 

IMPORTANT LINKS & DATES: 

● University Transfer Center: https://www.umw.edu/admissions/transfer/  
● Register Intent to Transfer: After the first 45 credits, complete this form and submit it to 

admit@umw.edu  https://www.umw.edu/admissions/wp-
content/uploads/sites/6/2021/01/Letter-of-Intent-VCCS-Sept-2020.pdf Additional details are 
available at TransferVirginia.org 

● Admission Application:  Apply by October 15 for spring admission, March 1 for summer 
admission, and April 1 for fall admission. Additional details and a transfer checklist are available 
at https://www.umw.edu/admissions/transfer/  

● Financial Aid:  https://www.umw.edu/financialaid/  
● FAFSA - Free Application for Federal Student Aid: Apply by April 1 to ensure you receive the 

maximum aid for which you are eligible. FAFSA forms will still be accepted after the April 1 
deadline. See studentaid.gov for required forms.  

WHAT SHOULD I CONSIDER WHEN SELECTING COURSES? 

 

● Create a schedule for all required courses, pay attention to prerequisites and when courses are 
offered, complete your first math and English courses in your first year.  For help, see Transfer 
Steps and Resource Center at www.TransferVirginia.org  

● UMW requires proficiency in a second language as a part of the general education 
requirements. This requirement may be satisfied in several ways, including completing four 
years of language in high school, transferring credits from a community college, or completing 
a sequence of language courses through the 201 level at UMW. All of the options for satisfying 
this requirement may be found in the UMW Catalog: 
https://catalog.umw.edu/undergraduate/general-education/general-education-course-list/  

● Connect with an advisor at your community college and UMW within your first year.  College 
Connect available in your account at www.TransferVirginia.org  

IS THIS DEGREE RIGHT FOR ME?  

● The UMW Political Science major is geared towards giving students the knowledge and skills to 
look at the world and understand how and why it operates the way it does. Students learn to 
critically assess policies and events while strengthening their analytical, oral, and written 
communication skills. 

● The UMW Political Science major emphasizes communication and teamwork skills in our 
curriculum. Many of our courses are designated as Writing Intensive (WI) or Speaking Intensive  
(SI) to encourage students to develop and polish these vital skills that employers expect from 
prospective hires.  

● Located between the state capital and the nation’s capital, Political Science majors have the 
opportunity to pursue internships throughout the academic year, not just during the summer 
months. 

● Many Political Science students pursue a minor in a complementary area of study, such as 
Security and Conflict Studies, Environmental Sustainability, or Urban Studies to further expand 
their base of knowledge and expertise. 

WHAT IS THE IMPACT ON MY DEGREE OF WORK I HAVE ALREADY COMPLETED?  

● Associate Transfer Degree Completion: Transfer students with a VCCS AS or AAS degree have 
completed the UMW general education requirements except second language competency, 
digital intensive, diverse and global perspectives, after Mary Washington, and Beyond the 
Classroom general education requirements. Several of these requirements are integrated into 
the Political Science major. UMW does allow students to satisfy these requirements through 
qualifying transfer coursework.  

● Dual Enrollment – Completion of Associate Degree in HS: Students participating in dual 
enrollment programs are considered as first year applicants. Dual enrollment courses taken at 
the high school are treated identically with the same course when taken on a college campus; 
dual enrollment status does not affect the transferability of the course.  

● Credit for Prior Learning: UMW accepts credit for AP, IB, CLEP, Cambridge, and other qualifying 
previous coursework. Equivalencies are provided here: 
https://academics.umw.edu/registrar/transfer-information/transferring-credit-ap-ib-or-
previous-coursework/ VCCS courses that receive guaranteed equivalent credit are provided 
here: https://academics.umw.edu/registrar/transfer-information/resources-and-
publications/babs-transfer-credit-guide/transferrable-credit/virginia-community-college-
system-vccs/  

● Catalog Year: Students must complete general education requirements associated with the 
academic year that they enroll at UMW. Students complete major requirements associated 
with the academic year in which they declare their major. 
 

IS THIS COLLEGE RIGHT FOR ME?  

● UMW offers small class sizes and courses taught by faculty committed to student learning and 
success. 

● UMW is located between Virginia’s capital and the nation’s capital and has access to public 
transit to allow students to pursue internships throughout the academic year. 

http://www.transfervirginia.org/
https://www.umw.edu/admissions/transfer/
mailto:admit@umw.edu
https://www.umw.edu/admissions/wp-content/uploads/sites/6/2021/01/Letter-of-Intent-VCCS-Sept-2020.pdf
https://www.umw.edu/admissions/wp-content/uploads/sites/6/2021/01/Letter-of-Intent-VCCS-Sept-2020.pdf
https://www.umw.edu/admissions/transfer/
https://www.umw.edu/financialaid/
https://studentaid.gov/
http://www.transfervirginia.org/
https://catalog.umw.edu/undergraduate/general-education/general-education-course-list/
http://www.transfervirginia.org/
https://academics.umw.edu/registrar/transfer-information/transferring-credit-ap-ib-or-previous-coursework/
https://academics.umw.edu/registrar/transfer-information/transferring-credit-ap-ib-or-previous-coursework/
https://academics.umw.edu/registrar/transfer-information/resources-and-publications/babs-transfer-credit-guide/transferrable-credit/virginia-community-college-system-vccs/
https://academics.umw.edu/registrar/transfer-information/resources-and-publications/babs-transfer-credit-guide/transferrable-credit/virginia-community-college-system-vccs/
https://academics.umw.edu/registrar/transfer-information/resources-and-publications/babs-transfer-credit-guide/transferrable-credit/virginia-community-college-system-vccs/
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● UMW offers dozens of faculty-led or approved programs that give students the opportunity to 
study abroad at universities throughout the world. UMW Study Abroad programs also allow 
students to pursue international internship, research, and volunteer opportunities. 

● UMW offers high impact experiences beyond the classroom. Faculty are committed to 
collaborating with students on research projects and other experiences. 

Learn more about our college at www.TransferVirginia.org  

DID YOU KNOW THAT… 

● Completing your Associate transfer degree post-high school satisfies all lower division general 
education requirements and increases the chance of completing your bachelor’s degree? 

● Exceeding 3 years or 90 credits at your community college means you may have exhausted 
your financial aid at that college and have limited your future financial aid at UMW? 

WHAT CAN I DO WITH THIS DEGREE? 

Explore possible careers, salaries, and job outlook at www.TransferVirginia.org  

Political Science graduates work in any field imaginable, from law, local, state, national, and 
international government agencies, political campaigns, non-profit organizations, advocacy 
groups, intergovernmental organizations, secondary and higher education, and corporations.  

PROGRAM SUCCESSES & HIGHLIGHTS 

● UMW’s chapter of Pi Sigma Alpha, the political science honor society for majors, has won more 
national writing award contests than any other of the more than 700 Pi Sigma Alpha chapters 
on college campuses across the United States. 

● UMW is consistently identified as a top producer of Peace Corps Volunteers and also as a top 
producer of Fulbright U.S. students by the Chronicle of Higher Education. More than half of 
UMW’s Peace Corps volunteers and Fulbright U.S. students are Political Science majors. 

● Each year the Political Science Department hosts an Alumni Career Panel for majors to network 
with Political Science alumni about professional development career paths and opportunities. 

WHAT ARE MY CHANCES FOR GETTING ACCEPTED? 

● With an associate’s degree and a 3.0 minimum cumulative GPA, you may qualify for UMW’s 
Guaranteed Admissions Agreement with the Virginia Community College System. Additional 
details are available here: https://www.umw.edu/admissions/transfer/our-
commitment/guaranteed-admission-agreement/  

● Each fall, UMW enrolls approximately 300 students from the Virginia Community College 
System and other schools both inside and outside of Virginia. Learn more about applying at 
www.TransferVirginia.org  

DO MORE WITH YOUR DEGREE!  

● UMW Political Science graduates work as campaign managers, policy analysts, ambassadors, 
lobbyists, consultants, community organizers, and legislative directors. Our graduates are well 
prepared for further study in law or graduate programs in policy, public administration, and 
government. 

● All students have the opportunity to conduct research with faculty members. Several students 
present their work at national conferences or publish in media outlets each year. 

● Our students are active club participants on campus and serve as leaders in groups such as 
Student Government Association, Center for Community Engagement, International Relations 
Organization, Mock Trial, and Day on Democracy.  

OTHER THAN CLASSES, ARE THERE OTHER PROGRAM REQUIREMENTS?  

● Students must earn a GPA of 2.0 in both their major and overall coursework in order to 
complete their degree. 

● Students must earn at least 30 credits at UMW as a degree-seeking student (not including 
physical education credits).

 

http://www.transfervirginia.org/
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